RN & RM ARA HANDBOOK


CHAPTER 8 - TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION

Reference:

BR 8587

8.1
Travel for Events.  There is an annual DNPTS letter D/DNPTS/17/3/n dated Mar/Apr each year.  This letter is the key to travel for major fixtures and should be distributed to the Secretary and all local chairmen.

a.
Inter Service Events (Fours’ Head, Kingston Head, HORR and Inter-Service crews at JSR) are all chargeable to local budgets with DNPTS approval.

b.
Inter Command Events (Sherborne, Horsea and Plum Pudding Regattas (Air, Portsmouth and Plymouth Command races) and the Inter Command Eights) are all chargeable to Command budgets.

c.
Open Regattas (ARA and WEARA).  Travel should be funded from unit budgets.

8.2
It is the Secretary’s job to ensure that as many events as possible are in 8.1a and 8.1b.

8.3
Adventurous Training.  This would be appropriate for expeditions with rowing as a sideline, for events such as the Boston Marathon or a tour of a foreign country.  It may also cover training weekends and training camps in preparation for the HORR and JSR, as these are not covered in the DCI for Physical Training, Proficiency, Coaching and Officiating.  Interpretation of the DCI varies between establishments.

8.4
Movement of Boats.

a.
If Service transport is used, then roof racks are not allowed and trailers must have Service numbers.  This is achievable if the trailer was purchased with Nuffield assistance.

b.
If Welfare buses, private hire or private vehicles are used then a towing supplement is payable for funded travel.  Normally “Actuals” are payable.

8.5
Transport of Boats.  Elements from the Road Traffic Act are detailed at Annex A.  It covers both towing and roof-racking.  Note that failure to comply with the law could mean having to unhitch or remove a boat and leave it by the roadside....

8.6
Accommodation.  Service accommodation can be found almost anywhere in UK and local regulating staff may be able to advise.  The list shown overleaf contains every military base in the country, although the following bases have been used several times before:

a.
Portsmouth.  Book via 9380 23874 (officers), 9380 24218 (ratings).

b.
Plymouth, Dartmouth, Yeovilton.  Local arrangement as required.

c.
London.  The Army have a transit mess at Hounslow and RAF messes at Uxbridge and West Drayton provide slightly better accommodation (if available).

d.
Peterborough.  TS GILDENBURGH offer their floor to sleep on and can provide breakfast (suitable donation required).  There are camping facilities at Peterborough RC, although the Butterfly Hotel (01733 64240) is adjacent to the course (at about £40 (1997)).  Many RAF bases in the area.
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